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What we want to cover
● A bit about Aspen Discovery

○ How Aspen came to us

● What Aspen content is being shared and how
○ Why sharing (the practical aspects)
○ Aspen themes
○ Translations
○ Where else do we go with content sharing?

● Building a community
○ Users in the US / UK
○ Between support organisations



A bit about Aspen



Aspen goals
● Goal 1: Create a unified experience through deep integration with ALL 

library technologies

● Goal 2: Maximize User Engagement with the Library

● Goal 3: Connect every user with a personalized and accessible library 
homebase

● Goal 4: Empower library administrators to customize and expand 
Aspen



Aspen and ByWater Solutions
● Started support in 2019
● Natural complement to Koha
● Can support any Language currently 10 active 

translations
● As of June 2023 ByWater has 90+ partners, 

representing 800+ libraries, and 1800+ branches
● 6 different ILSs
● 9 ½ Staff currently working on only Aspen



Aspen and PTFS Europe
● Started taking interest in October 2020

● Now 6 sites (all with Koha LMS)
○ 4 public libraries
○ 1 academic library
○ 1 health library service

● Team with knowledge of both Koha and Aspen



Problems in need of solutions
● Maintain Local Control of language (different libraries 

call the same functionality different things)
● Share translations between libraries
● Accessibility for users (high contrast, dark mode)
● Make things easy for administrators! 
● Aspen releases monthly, don’t want to slow down 

that cadence





How Themes work
● Set colors, images, display options within admin 

interface
● Contrast checker helps ensure accessibility contrast



Theme system
● Choose whether to share your theme
● Import shared themes



How Themes work technically
● Settings for themes are defined in our database
● Write custom CSS for the theme on save based on data 

for the theme. The custom CSS is also saved to the 
database.

● Custom CSS is served to the patron based on their 
selected theme.

● Themes can be extended
● Multiple themes per library!
● Patron can select which theme they want









Translation system admin





Translation system technical
● Example in PHP

translate([

  'text' => 'Cancelled %1% hold(s) successfully.',

1 => count($holdKeys),

'isPublicFacing' => true,

]);

● Example in Template (Smarty)
{translate text="Are you sure you want to delete %1%?" 1=$object->name inAttribute=true 
isAdminFacing=true}



Sharing system technical

Partner A Partner B

Community Server



Sharing system technical



Where do we go next
Other content:

● Metadata

● Other elements created in Aspen
○ Placards
○ Pages

● More “look and feel” elements (icons…)





Building a community of users
In the US

● Community meeting
● ILS specific meetings
● Special Topics



Building a community of users
In the UK

● Small group of library teams
● Push to join international (US-based) community

○ Slack workspace
○ Bimonthly community meeting

● Planning some online meetings from November



A community of organisations
● ByWater Solutions
● PTFS Europe
● Theke Solutions
● Interleaf Technology
● Equinox Open Library Initiative



Growing the community



Questions???
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